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Flashback… and thanks to Norway for organising the conference
this time 



Thoughts that came up when preparing this presentation

Progress
- Look and listen 
carefully and you will find 
progress – some times 
small pieces of gold 
other times actually even 
a huge diamant.



Fatal accidents 2013-2017, Denmark 
– Agriculture is still the most dangerous workplace 
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About  4% of the Danish labour force is working in 
primary agriculture – about 4 times as many as in 
the construction industry.

33% of all fatal accidents occur in Agriculture 
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Fatal accidents 2013-2017, Denmark

31 ag-
accidents



Amount of fatal, serious and other accidents in agriculture, 2012-2016

2018 – 3 for now….

May: dairy farmer, 45 years old, 3 children
A farmer tried to remove an old slurry tank.  Concrete 
elements fell over the farmer and his arm got stuck. 
Slurry ran out and he drowned in the slurry. About 50 
cm of slurry in the tank – but enough for a drowning 
accident.

June: 36 year old employee
Got squeezed between a tractor and another machine.

June: 2 year old boy drowned in a well.

Fatal accidents
Serious accidents (> 3 weeks of absence)

Other accidents (< 3 weeks of abscence

40-80% are probably never reported….
Statistics from public authorites

2017 – 5 fatal accidents

Age:  60, 25,….



  

     
    

   
There is an over-representation of young people in serious and other 
accidents. 
There is an over-representation of older people in fatal accidents. 

Safety culture amongst young people needs to improve

More and improved education at schools

Role models at the farms are important (owner, farm 
manager)

Information and instructions



Overview of all reported accidents in agriculture 21 September 2018 7

~ 20% of all accidents in 
agriculture occur at dairy 
farms

• Many employees
• Close contact with huge 

animals
• Milking day and night
• Foreign workers 

(culture/language 
challenge)

• All kinds of tasks…



The most frequent and serious accidents occur in below situations
21 September 2018 8

• Handling big animals (cattles and pigs)

• Working with machineries

• Slip, trip and falls (in level and heights)
In Dairy farms

• 42 % of serious accidents occur when handling cattle 

• 19 % of serious accidents occur when working with machinery 

• 13 % of serious accidents are due to falls from heights 

• > 3 weeks of absence
• Amputation
• Broken bones
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Fatal accidents
- A bit different when it comes to less serious accidents

1: Machinery 

run over, reverse accidents,  service, rotating 
parts, squeezed between machines

2: Working in heights

silo, ceiling, roofs

3: Handling big bales

500 kg
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• Dissemination – conferences, exhibitions, livestock shows, factsheets, newsletters, www.facebook.com/ 
AgriSafety, website, meetings/talks with local advisers…

• Farm visits 

• Accident analysis (Topdanmark, Insurance company)

• Safety walks

• Campaign: safe handling of cattle and pigs (Marianne)

• https://player.vimeo.com/video/235864200

SEGES initiatives

https://player.vimeo.com/video/235864200


  

     
    

   SEGES initiatives

• Education for farm representatives

• Nudging initiatives – right now at a cattle 
farm (Helle)

• Hand out reward for best farm workplace

• New tools to bring HS on the board 
meeting (Christina)

• Teaching at agricultural schools  (next 
week Carolyn and David at Danish 
schools)

• Evening arrangement



Fortunately, there are lots of success stories as well (gold/diamants)

• More and more people talk about working environment and 
agriculture in the same sentence

• More and more people want knowledge – seek out our Health 
& Safety courses

• Close cooperation with authorities. The Danish Working 
Environment Authority increased focus, great useful 
meetings/discussions, joint communication/articles – a 
qualified joint effort)

• More and more suppliers to agriculture focus on health and 
safety – important for them how their products are used – they  
do not wish to see their products involved in accidents

• More and more people understand and focus on the 
importance of good working environment – the influence on 
image, workplace quality, efficiency, well-being, retention 
of/recruiting employees.

”…we have been offered even higher wages
elsewhere, but we are so happy to be working in a 
safe and orderly environment as we do here…”



21 September 2018 13Huge focus right now (small pieces of gold to look for....)
– momentum to do more and include more stakeholders

• Approved H&S policy, 2017 by the Primary Sector 
Board

• New committee for HS  Agriculture & Food Council 
(L&F) founded  - new forces

• Sector boards have H&S on agendas

• Agreement between the Minister of Employment 
(Troels Lund Poulsen) and Chaiman for L&F (Martin 
Merrild) – double interview, press releases to put 
focus on safety

• All Insurance companies have interest now

• More interested sponsors



  

     
    

   We need a joint effort – work more closely together with relevant 
stakeholders 

The Danish Veterinary AssociationDelivery situations…risks of 
being run over, slip/trip/fall

Picking up milk situations…risk 
of slip/trip/fall

Treating cows…risks of being run 
over, slip/trip/fall, kicking

Oplægsholder
Præsentationsnoter
more and more clear to me that we need more stakeholders to sign up for a joined effort that should benefit us all. As we discussed good work conditions only benefits – both due to safety/well-being among staff and employer but also due to quality and efficiency. We know that, most people knows I guess - but still it seems hard to collaborate and do joined efforts 
ARLA DO HAVE A LOT OF SLIP, TRIP FALL ACCIDENTS WHEN THEIR DRIVERS ARE AT FARMS COLLECTING MILK
Fall /stumbled
At the court because of
roughness / unevenness
snow
In the milking room
Level differences / often one step down
roughness / unevenness
We do have knowledge of drives picking up animal for slaughterhouses also experience accidents – so why not work together to make win win situation for both farmers and drivers at the delivery situations



Thanks for your attention 

Many many small colourfull
steps in the same direction
– then we will make good
things happen eventually 
Wait and see –
will be a narly
outcome 


